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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;


Her surgery is scheduled for next week


Sis. Elaine Clem; Sis Joyce Green


Ariel Couch cast removed and doing well


Bro. Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Bro. Malcolm Smith and his test results


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby


The young people going off to collage Jen 


Butler, Ryan and Leisa Brown


Those planning marriage Steve and Anna


Jason and Jessica 


_____________________________


A new soul for the Lord


We rejoice with the Huff family that


Bro. Jordan Huff was baptized into


Christ last Sunday after services.


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Troy Halt


Song Leader---Steve Huff


Lord's Supper---Jason Gaston


   Asst. 1-----Andy Williams


   Asst. 2-----Buddy Clark 


   Asst. 3-----David Brown


   Asst. 4-----Rex Veteto


   Asst. 5-----Norm rich


2nd Prayer----Joe Phillips


Scripture Reading---Jason Gaston


Sermon------Steve Trammel


Announcements----Jim Statham


Closing Prayer-----Philip West


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Steve Huff


Song Leader-------Philip West


2nd Prayer------Brad Bowman


Scripture Read---Marty Hammond


Sermon----Steve Trammel


Lord's Supper----Jason Gaston


Announcements----Jim Statham


Closing Prayer-----Rodee Bruns


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Joe Phillips


Invitation---Grant Hicks


Closing Prayer---Cecil Douthitt





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 
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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5
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Religion by the Numbers





"We must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work." 


(John 9:4)





     Back in the early fifties some one came up with a craft project known as" painting by numbers". The kit contained a canvas with a detailed scene outline with numbers in each segment and a lot of little bottles of paint with numbers on the tops.  The idea was to match the paint numbers with the numbers on the canvas, and if you did so well enough the result was a reasonable facsimile of an oil painting. After doing a few of these, you would begin to feel pretty good about yourself as an artist. The only catch was that it took very little skill, no talent, no dedication to the finer points of painting and no commitment to achieve anything beyond that. 


      Unfortunately, many who call themselves God's children approach religion and worship as a "by the numbers thing". They see religion and worship as a number of things one must color in and when these are accomplished we have a reasonable facsimile of a Christian life. We begin to feel good about ourselves as children of God. But, like the "numbers artist", there is no real talent developed, no skill at handling God's word, no dedication to the finer points and no real commitment to be all we can be in God's service.


       Religion and worship are not about us painting in the blank spaces, it's about God. While we receive benefits from our collective worship (God wants that for us), our focus must be on Him. Jesus said. 


Cont. on page 3





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








Cont. from page 1


"But the hour cometh, and now is when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth: for such doth the Father seek to be his worshippers. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship in spirit and truth". (Jn. 4: 23-24) To worship God in spirit and truth is the real artistry of a Christian. 


    All of our efforts be it, Sunday AM, Sunday PM, Wednesday PM, a special services or gospel meetings, are designed to conform our lives to "diligently seeking God". We need to use every opportunity to hone our skills in the art of seeking God.


      While speaking about separating the sheep and goats (Matt 7), an event that is going to happen, Jesus said, "And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity". (Matt 7:23) He was talking about people who thought their efforts were what He expected but rather they were in vain.


     As one cannot become a gifted artist without dedication to the art, so one cannot become the gifted child God wants without dedication to the cause of Christ. Paul said it best " Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not vain in the Lord ". (1 Cor. 15:58) May we put all our efforts into "abounding in the work of the Lord" as we strive to serve Him.





		Joe Phillips





______________________________





Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth. (Ps 46:10)








 our generation is the increasingly universal idea that we have a right to do what we please, and it is no one else's "business."  One who has this attitude toward people will inevitably have it toward God.  In fact, have we not all treated God this way at times?


      When I was young, I think I had a pretty clear picture of what God wanted to do with me.  Now that I am older, I realize how far short I am of being that, and it is all my fault.  God has not been able to make me what I could have been because I have resisted His power and allowed other influences to mold me into something far less useful and valuable.  But still there is hope.


"Then I went down to the potter's house, and there he was, making something at the wheel.  And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter; so he made it again into another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to make.  Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying: "O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter?" (Jeremiah 18:3-6).  God can do the same with us as individuals.


    Saul of Tarsus was a marred vessel as long as he was resisting the power of God's word and "kicking against the goad," but when trembling he asked, "Lord, what do you want me to do?"  God made him into a vessel of honor.  It matters not how marred our own life may be, or how long it has been in malformation, God can remold and remake if we are willing 


to say with Adelaid Pollard:





"Have Thine own way, Lord, Have Thine own way! Thou art the Potter; I am the clay. Mold me and make me after Thy will, While I am waiting, yielded and still".














					





Clay in the Potter's Hands


By Sewell Hall     (R)





Job said to God, "Your hands shaped me and made me, … Remember that You molded me like clay" (Job 10:9 NIV).  What Job said, all of us can say.  As creator of our bodies (Psalm 139:13-16) and "Father of our spirits" (Hebrews 12:9), He has predestined those whom He foreknew "to be conformed to the image of His Son" (Romans 8:29).  Paul expressed confidence concerning the Philippians:  "He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ" (Philippians 1:6).








homosexuality, unscriptural marriages and other sins, create their own imaginary God who will tolerate their chosen life-style.


We Can Acknowledge God


"But now, O Lord, You are our Father; We are the clay and You our potter; And all we are the work of Your hand" (Isaiah 64:8).  God "is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us" (Ephesians 3:20).  He has the clearer vision of what we should be and the wisdom and power to form us into that image.  But we must allow that power to work in us.


     God's power works through His word, through the fellowship of saints and through prayer (2 Corinthians 3:18; Hebrews 10:25; 4:16).  To benefit, however, we must continue "steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and in prayers: (Acts 2:42).


 God's power to mold us is also accomplished through persecution and hardship.  These may come from Satan, but God can use them "for our profit that we may be partakers of His holiness" (Hebrews 12:10).  After all, beautiful pottery must be turned and molded and marked and buffed and even fired in the kiln at high temperatures to make it the valuable vessel that it becomes


God Can Remake US


     One of the greatest hindrances to accomplishment of God's purpose in





We Can Resist God


     God limited His own power to accomplish His purpose in us by giving us free will.  The Psalmist said of Israel:  "How often they provoked Him in the wilderness, and grieved Him in the desert!  Yes, again and again they tempted God, and limited the Holy One of Israel" (Psalm 78:40-41).  Because of their stubborn rebellion, God could not do for them what He wished.


     Isaiah rebuked Israel:  "Surely you have turned things around!  Shall the potter be esteemed as the clay; for shall the thing made say of him who made it, "He did not make me'?  Or shall the thing formed say of him who formed it, 'He has no understanding"? (Isaiah 29:16).  It is unthinkable that pottery should have such an attitude toward its creator.  Yet, humans express these attitudes toward God.


     Our local newspaper ran an article about the author of a recent book.  She apparently began as a believer in the true God, but as she adopted a radical feminist philosophy she obviously decided that the true God who made her "has no understanding."  Evidently, she then came to deny that He made her, for


her book describes "her quest to find a God--or goddess--she could be comfortable with."  In other words, she esteems God to be clay whom she can mold into whatever she wants "him--or


her" to be. Often people involved in 








